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Week Ending Friday, October 15, 1993

Remarks at Robert Wood Johnson
Hospital in New Brunswick,
New Jersey
October 8, 1993

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men, Governor and Mrs. Florio, Congress-
man Menendez, Congressman Klein, Mayor
Cahill. To the distinguished participants in
this program, Mr. Holzberg, Dr. Hammond,
Sheriff Fontura. I hope he doesn’t decide to
run for President anytime soon. He gave a
fine talk, I thought.

Mrs. Jones, thank you for coming here and
sharing your story with us, and I thank your
son sitting over here, and two other fine
young men who were the victims of violence,
for helping to describe their condition to
Governor and Mrs. Florio and to me today
and what happened to them.

I am delighted to be back here not only
in New Jersey but in New Brunswick. I start-
ed one of my other crusades here not very
long ago, the crusade to pass a national serv-
ice bill that would give tens of thousands of
our young people a chance to earn credit
against their college educations by working
in their communities. A few days ago, we
signed that bill into law, and I think it will
change the face of America.

That is one of the many changes that I
hope we can make as we move toward the
21st century. But I believe very strongly that
in order for us all to have the courage to
make those changes, we need a higher level
of personal security in this country. And I
wanted to come back here to this magnificent
health facility to talk today for a moment
about the relationship between health care
and the need for health security and violence
and the need for personal security.

As you’ve already heard, these two things
are very closely related. I’m honored to be
here with my good friend and former col-
league, Governor Jim Florio. You know, I
was elated when Jim was awarded the John

F. Kennedy Profiles in Courage Award ear-
lier this year, because I think he really earned
it. My guess is, he earned it by making even
some of you in this audience mad from time
to time. But I know what it’s like to be a
Governor and to have to work on a balanced
budget, and I know what kind of trouble New
Jersey was in, and you now have the best
credit rating in the Northeast. I know, too,
how hard it is to stand up and fight for things
like an end to assault weapons, and what a
long struggle it is; just passing the law is only
the beginning before the final impact is felt,
perhaps a year, perhaps 5 years down the
road.

But we need more people in our country
who will call them like they see them, who
will try to identify the problems and try to
get up every day and try to do something
about it. And I’m just proud to be associated
with Jim Florio, and I appreciate what the
sheriff said about him.

Today I saw a lot of things that I have
seen before over the last 31⁄2 years since I
started looking into the health care system
and long before I even dreamed of running
for President. I saw at this great American
health institution, the very best of American
health care, as well as what is wrong with
America’s health care. And indeed, if we
want to finally, at long last, join the ranks
of every other advanced country in the world
and provide health care security to our peo-
ple, health care that’s always there and that
can never be taken away, we have to work
vigilantly to keep what is right with our health
care system as we work to change what is
wrong.

What is right is obvious about this place.
I saw the care that the nurses and the doctors
were giving. I saw the concern that this hos-
pital administrator had for the way each part
of this hospital worked as I worked my way
through it. And I saw the way a lot of these
patients, many of them very young, re-
sponded to their caregivers. I saw the grati-
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